K9 Body Language

head erect

tail relaxed,

mouth relaxed, wagging

slightly open

weight evenly
distributed owver ™y,

all four feet e &
NEUTRAL RELAXED

hackles may be up
ears back, pupils J

dilated

/

tail down and
tensed

muzzle tense, wrin-
kled and snarling,
teeth exposed

= POsSture mildly
crouched, weight
ower rear legs

DEFENSIVE AGGRESSION

ears back

eyes half closed,
I:lllnklrlg \

mouth nearly
closed, tongue =
tip darts out

tail hangs low,
raised paw—— "

ACTIVE SUBMISSION

eyes semi-closed, soft

;\:___/«_ ears back

ol tail dowr

nudges %
mouth area o
of dominant \

dog, may lick
or tongue flick

raised front paw /

GREETING BEHAVIOR

mother quickly snarls and places mouth
around muzzle or head of puppy

puppy submits
by flattening to
the ground and
whimperin

P £ —

tail tucked —%
paw raised

MATERNAL CORRECTION
—

mouth open and
relaxed, tongue
e:pcsed

front end lowered, — s
ready to leap forward

ears up, torward
eyes large, e
hard staring T

muzzle tense, lips lifted
to display teeth tail up. bristled,
stiff wag

stiff legged, weight — '

over front legs

AROUSAL

hackle may be up

ears erect, tilted
forward

eyes staring
T tail Sff,

lips curled - raised

teeth bared, —

snarling

charging, weight el
f*

forward

AGGRESSIVE ATTACK

on back, belly
exposed

i‘. tail tucked, release
_J_}e < of urine droplets

ears back

head turned away,
indirect gaze

PASSIVE SUBMISSION

ears and tail up forward
and alert in the more
dominant dog

ears back on more
submissive dog

GREETING POSTURE

tail up, loosely wagging

aSars up

eyes soft

h\-_s_

Farly signs of stress, or “calming signals.”
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*** Safety Tips: http://www.clarkdogpaw.org/education/tips.shtml ***
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